
  

Please contact the church office at church.office@sturgeonbayumc.org with your email   

address if you would like to receive an online copy of this newsletter or if you would like to 

be taken off of the distribution list.  Thank you. 
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BEACON 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE 

STURGEON BAY & JACKSONPORT 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES 

WAYS TO CONNECT 
       

The Sturgeon Bay/ 
Jacksonport United Methodist Church Charge 

836 Michigan Street 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 

920-743-3241 

***************************************** 

OUR WEBSITE 

https://www.sturgeonbayumc.org/ 

Or on YouTube Search David Leistra 

To Watch Pastor Dave’s Sermons Online  

Sunday Afternoons 

************************************** 

FACEBOOK 

Sturgeon Bay United Methodist  

Church Page  For Coffee With The Pastor &  

Bible Studies 

************************************** 

ZOOM INTERACTIVE  BIBLE  

STUDIES AND MEETINGS 

For event times and access codes contact : 

David Leistra, Pastor 

pastorleistra@gmail.com 

Phone 920-818-1041 

**************************************** 

WDOR Radio 93.9 FM 910 AM 

Sunday Worship Service 9:30 AM   
1 Week Delay 

 
Public Access TV on Channel 989 

Sunday Worship Service  

Wednesdays at 8 a.m. and PM and Sundays 
at noon and 3 PM 1 Week Delay 

************************************** 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Lorna Magliaro, Office Manager 

Hours Mon-Wed-Friday 8:00 to 11:00 AM 

    church.office@sturgeonbayumc.org 

920-743-3241 

 

 

 

 

  

WEDNESDAY EVENING CHURCH SUPPER AND 

PROGRAMING: Please join us Wednesday eve-

nings at 5:30 to 7:30 PM as Sturgeon Bay United 

Methodist Church will be offering a dinner followed 

by children’s programing as well as adult study/

discussion opportunity. These Wednesday evening 

meals and programs are for all ages. Pastor Dave 

at:  pastorleistra@gmail.com or call the church of-

fice 920-743-3241 to let us know you will be attend-

ing. 

 
LENTEN SOUP LUNCHEON: We are holding our 

Lenten Soup Luncheon during lent each Wednes-

day at 11:30 AM, through March 27th.  We will be 

having soups, homemade bread, etc. Pastor Dave 

will be leading the program.  Please join us. 

 
CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN: For the Crown of 

Thorns.  Please see Page 5 for details 

WOMEN’S CIRCLE MEETINGS:  Please see page 

5 for details.  All women are welcome to join in. 
 
MEN’S CLUB MEETINGS:  Please see page 6 for 

special events and meeting schedules. All men are 

welcome. 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER our blessing box in the ves-

tibule. If you are able to add, even one food or toi-

letry item, it goes to helping those in need here in 

our community.  Thank you.  
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MARCH 2024— LETTER FROM PASTOR DAVE       

Hello Friends, 

 Whether I like it or not, every four years politics claims central stage in my attention 

for a brief time through two events that take place in the same year, and 2024 is such a 

year. One being the general election in the United States where we select a president and 

vice-president, and the other the General Conference of the United Methodist Church 

where we select how we will present our Church to the world. In both cases politics will be 

the driving force in the process, and as a result common sense and reason will take a 

backseat to those with the loudest partisan voices who will take the wheel in the media 

and in other forms of public communication as well. The thing is politics is not a sport 

where one can cheer for one side over the other and then go home counting a win or a 

loss in the statistical records and with the words of the coach in your mind “we’ll get-em 

next time.” (although I often hear the practitioners of politics refer to it as being a “blood 

sport” and in many ways it is that). Politics as practiced in these arenas is not about a 

choice concerning which side one will be on in the battle between right and wrong - good 

and evil. It is the business of negotiated power and control over the lives of people who 

live within certain boundaries or under certain authorities. It is the work of parsing power 

out among the few to rule over the many. When it comes to the gaining or losing of political 

power in this regard there is no such thing as a common morality by which one might 

judge the ethical approach of one side or candidate over that of the other, or one policy po-

sition over that of another. If I did have to use a game to describe politics as practiced in 

the United States and church today, I would choose “Capture the Flag.” If you have never 

played this game, it is played on a large field with a lot of people broken into two teams. 

Each side has a flag that they need to defend at all costs. The goal is to protect your flag 

while trying to capture the other team’s flag and get it back to your side. If your flag is cap-

tured, you need to stop the opponents from getting it to their goal and return it to your own. 

It can be and often is a brutal game. If you play it right you do not come out of it without 

some bruises, and I once cracked a rib playing it. If you are to win in this game, everyone 

must be loyal to their team, and as a team use a strategy of deception and misdirection to 

your advantage. There are no complex rules to this game and certainly no concern about 

ethics, it is all about winning. Such is politics and it is no different whether it is the fight for 

control of the government or the Church. I have seen myself as being more of an analyst 

of the efforts of the political actors in the Church in particular. An analyst does not have to 

take sides, however, invariably has a general affinity for one side over the other as none of 

us is completely objective on any subject or issue. If there is a side to take,  

Continued... 
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MARCH 2024— LETTER FROM PASTOR DAVE… continued 

 

I have always said I am on Jesus’ side. This of course can be used as a means of simply 

avoiding the issues.  Not so many years ago one could choose not to make public state-

ments or even take a side regarding where they stood on political issues whether in the 

secular world or within the church. But in today’s world those for whom politics is their reli-

gion, and for whom taking a position on the various social issues is their Doctrine, neutrali-

ty is not permitted. Indeed, they have phrases such as “silence is violence” or “not to take 

a side is to take a side.” Depending on those with whom you associate, or what you might 

state as an opinion, or the likes you make on social media posts you are placed on one 

side or the other and thereby become an ally or a foe. If judged a foe the only success for 

the other side in dealing with you is when you are metaphorically left “knocked down in the 

sand bleeding and out of the game.” Something that happens in a rough game of Capture 

the Flag all too often. I have and will continue to use the language of the Bible, and the 

words of Jesus in particular, as my means of stating my beliefs. I am of course only hu-

man, as the saying goes, and my sarcasm and skepticism toward those for whom politics 

is their religion will occasionally slip out. I do after all have opinions concerning the events 

and issues of the day, but in my own small way I do try to keep those personal opinions out 

of the pulpit and strive to keep them to what I yell at my TV screen while watching the 

news, or in the occasional comment that might slip out in conversations around the table 

on a Wednesday morning.  What I will say is what I saw on a bumper sticker once, “I am 

Christian and I vote,” and in the tradition of the greatness of the United States, “it is none 

of your business for whom.”   

Please pray for this nation and the UMC as we enter this year of nonstop political 

propaganda that will dominate what we see on the TV in the form of commercials and in so

-called independent news programs, and in other forms of media, social or otherwise. Pray 

that the Truth that is Jesus Christ will be that which gives all of us direction in how we 

might vote, if we so choose to do so, whether that vote be made in the ballot box, or in 

where our feet take us, or where our funds go. For me there is truly only one side in any 

religious, social, or political issue and that is Jesus’ side. Snicker if you like, think of it as a 

means of escapism if you like, think of me as a foe if you must, but be sure that on this 

“ebenezer” I stand. (In Hebrew ebenezer means “stone of help”)   

          May God Bless us, and keep us in His care in these days of societal and religious 

division and intolerance,  

Pastor Dave 
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    CIRCLE MEETINGS 2024 

    Please Join Us! 

DEBORAH CIRCLE:  Deborah Circle will 

meet Tuesday, March 12, at 9:00 am in the 

Lounge. Hostess: Rose Anderson; Devo-

tions: Michaela Holey; Sunshine: Joan 

Wilkie.  The Book for discussion is The 

Seeker and the Monk.  You can find a copy 

of the book in the entryway next to the Sec-

retary Office window.  It is not necessary to 

have read the book.  All women are wel-

come. By Carol Kreuger.  Julie Taylor,   

Deborah Circle Chairman, (920) 743-5619   

 

SARAH CIRCLE is known as the Social 

Circle with a Mission. Each month we try to 

have a different program or activity. The 

meeting date for 2024 has been changed 

to the second Thursday of each month at 

1:00 p.m. in the Church Lounge, accept for 

July and August. Sarah Circle’s next regu-

lar meeting will be THURSDAY MARCH 

14TH. We will be gathering at 11:00 A.M. 

The ladies will be having a work (cleaning) 

meeting. Bring your own brown bag lunch 

We will be doing some much needed 

cleaning, sorting and organizing in some of 

the storage rooms in the church. The plan 

is to get together at 11:00 work and stop for 

a short lunch break/meeting at noon and 

then continue with the projects. There will 

be a no heavy lifting but much needed cou-

ple of hours of cleaning, organizing and so-

cial time. Please plan on helping with this 

worthy project. Please practice safe social 

distancing and frequent hand washing so we 

can all be safe and well. We welcome new 

members and invite you to join this group of 

ladies.  For more information, contact Karen 

Lenius, 743-4792 or mklenius@att.net  

 

OUR CROWN OF THORNS 

The magnificent Crown of Thorns on 

our cross this Lenten Season was a 

gift from Rose Anderson. The certificate of 

origin below did not copy clearly. See it 

translated below:  
 
And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they 

put it upon HIS head and a reed in HIS right hand 

(Matthew 27:29) 
 

Thorn bushes grow abundantly in the Jerusalem 

environs.  The monks of  St. Catherine  

Monastery in Sinai are pointing out a thorn bush 

growing east of the large Monastery wall. The 

crown of thorns has been sanctified in the Church 

of the Holy Sepulchre. 

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU to Rose     

Anderson for this precious gift.                                                      

tel:9207435619
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MEN’S CLUB UPDATE!   
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REGISTRATION Is Open For 
2024 Annual Conference  
June 7 - 10, 2024, KI Convention 
Center, Green Bay 

Registration in now open for the Wisconsin 

Annual Conference, held in-person at 

the KI Convention Center, 333 Main 

Street, in Green Bay, WI. The Conference 

will take place from June 7- 10, 2024. The 

Conference Theme is:   “Abundant God; 

Beloved Community". This Conference-

wide event is by invitation only. If the Lay 

Member to Annual Conference for your 

church has changed, please update your 

church's records in the Brick River data-

base and contact Lori Denoyer at with any 

questions. ldenoyer@wisconsinumc.org or 

608-837-7328 Early Bird Registra-

tion runs until April 3, 2024. The web     

address below will take you to the        

conference website, information page.  
https://www.wisconsinumc.org/annual-conference 

SBUMC & JPUMC OUTREACH: If you or a 

loved one are ill, grieving, or experiencing a 

hardship, and our congregation may lift you in 

prayer, please contact the church office and let us 

know your need.  We are not always made aware of 

your circumstances in a timely manner and  Pastor 

Dave would like stay better connected to you in your 

time of need.  If you would like a call from Pastor 

Dave, please let us know when it would be good 

time to phone you for an update and prayer.  If there 

is a need, please contact the church as follows:  

Emergences 920-818-1041 (if no answer a mes-

sage must be left) For Non-Emergences: email 

church.office@sturgeonbayumc.org or Pastor 

Dave’s email pastorleistra@gmail.com. Church Of-

fice phone number  920-743-3241   (if no answer a 

please leave a message).  

 

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH 

Dear Lord, we are in a time of change in our cul-
ture which has left our churches with new chal-
lenges in our mission of sharing the Gospel with 
our communities and the world. I pray that you 
will guide us into what lies ahead with the 
knowledge that you are with us, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit and that your promise to us is that you 
will be with us even unto the end of time. Break-
through our uncertainties and fears giving us the 
courage that comes from trusting in your will in 
the time times in which we live. Amen. 

SPECIAL PRAYERS NEEDED & PRAISE RE-
PORTS 

Praise Report:  Bill Patterson tells us that he is 
doing well and thanks everyone for their prayers. 

Please pray for peace in the middle east and for 
the civilians who are caught in the conflict. In Je-
sus name. 

Please keep the people of Ukraine in your pray-
ers as they fight for their freedom. Please pray for 
our leaders that they strive to find the will and 
peace of God as they lead all nations. 

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS NEED MERCY, 
HEALING, AND COMFORT 

Jeannie Hill Mary Perry 

Ellie Hoague Mary Gehm & Family 

Tom Pontzloff & 
Family 

Karen Thorson by Sandra 
Temby 

Barb Riederer Elva Spetz 

Dick Shappell Dorothy Berg 

Marjorie Gambrel Doris Kniffin 

mailto:ldenoyer@wisconsinumc.org
mailto:Church.office@sturgeonbayumc.org
mailto:pastorleistra@gmail.com
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MARCH 20224 MISSION:       

Door County Habitat for 

Humanity:  Since 1994, the 

mission of Door County 

Habitat for Humanity has been to provide 

decent and affordable housing.  Habitat 

works with existing homeowners to complete 

repairs they would otherwise be unable to 

afford or accomplish on their own.  They are 

required to pay for the cost of materials used 

in a home repair project.  New home owners 

are provided with a low  interest-rate mort-

gage and are required to put in so many 

work hours during the new home construc-

tion build.  Door County Habitat for Humanity 

provides a hand-up, not a hand-out to cur-

rent and future homeowners. 
 
The most recent Habitat home build meets 

all Sturgeon Bay residential housing require-

ments: 1200 sq ft, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths and 

an attached garage. The home was built 

with volunteer and homeowner labor. Con-

struction began in May 2023 and was com-

pleted in November. Volunteers worked eve-

ry Tuesday and Thursday with a dozen or 

more volunteers participating each work day.  

Altogether, 35 different volunteers donated 

approximately 3100 volunteer-hours to com-

plete this home. 
 
The homeowner Abigail Newman will visit 

our congregation on Sunday March 10
th..  

She is excited about her new home and 

thankfully said “Habitat has allowed the pur-

chase of a home that would have otherwise 

been unavailable to me and my son. Having 

a solid, stable place to call home is incredi-

bly healing”. 

 

 

NOTE FROM THE CHURCH  

OFFICE: Hello Everyone, It ‘s 

time to be thinking about getting 

the Easter Lilies.  This year we will be 

adding a few Tulips and Daffodils  for 

Resurrection Sunday worship.  If you 

would like to have your loved one re-

membered or honored on Easter Sun-

day, please complete an order form on 

the shelf outside the church office and 

submit the form with a $15.00 donation 

for cost of the flower.  Please call the 

church office with any questions. 920-

743-3241. 

YEARLY MISSION GIVING 2024 YTD Gifts  

Back Pack Buddies $1,992.00 

Boys/Girls Club $500.00 

Feed My People $500.00 

Food For Pantries (Food Walk) $100.00 

Habitat for Humanity $620.00 

HELP of Door County $1,330.00 

Jak's Place $500.00 

Lakeshore CAP $500.00 

Midwest Dist. Ctr. (Rice Meals) $100.00 

Missions Partners For Christ $100.00 

Mittens & Blankets $100.00 

Mujilla Falls Agricultural Center $100.00 

Operation Christmas Child $100.00 

Organ Fund $50.00 

SB Hispanic Ministries Marshal House $100.00 

Sunshine Resources of Door County $600.00 

Special Donation:  Boys & Girls Club $500.00 

Special Donation:  Lakeshore CAP $500.00 

Special Donation: Feed My People $500.00 

Special Donation: Jak's Place $500.00 
TOTAL YEAR TO DATE $9,292.00 
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UNNECESSARY DOUBTS Submitted by Sheryl Kobishop 

A boy and a girl were playing together. The boy had a collec-

tion of beautiful marbles. The girl had some candies with her. 

The boy offered to give the girl all his marbles in exchange for 

all her candies. The girl agreed. The boy gave all the marbles to 

the girl, but secretly kept the biggest and the most beautiful 

marble for himself. The girl gave him all her candies as she had 

promised. That night, the girl slept peacefully. But the boy 

couldn’t sleep as he kept wondering if the girl had hidden 

some more tasty candies from him the way he had hidden his 

best marble. Moral: If you don’t give your hundred percent in a relationship, you’ll always 

keep doubting if the other person has given his/her hundred percent. 

PASTOR RICARDO TORRES: Shares pictures of his Weekly Bible Study  
held each Wednesday at 12:30 PM in the Marshall House.   

Please keep this ministry in your prayers. 
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AN INVITATION:  Submitted by Paul Schumacher 

We use invitations to introduce our friends and relatives to new and interesting events and expe-

riences. An invitation is a form of sharing that we found something good and we want to share it with oth-

ers. We never know where an invitation may go, or where it may ultimately take our lives.  This message 

will address our inviting others to church, the first step in their possible faith journey. As Christians, we 

have marching orders from Jesus to make disciples of all. Recall that in Matthew 28, we read: “Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you al-

ways, to the very end of the age.”   That very first time you invite someone to join you at church is the tough 

one. They may turn you down – if so, accept it, but consider asking again when they might be ready. Let’s 

say they accept, and join you in church. What then? With any luck and faith, you’ve planted the seed and 

the person or people liked what they heard and felt in church. We think of this as the first step, or “come 

and see”. This is the first invitation we should be giving to someone who is seeking Jesus, an invitation in-

to relationship with us, where we have the chance to demonstrate who Jesus is.  For the invitee who came 

to church, the next step for the visitor in their journey is to “Come and Be”. Jesus provides a good exam-

ple of what this entails. When Jesus gave the invitation to follow him he let them know that the invitation 

demanded that they be changed into fishers of men. We read from Matthew 4: “And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  This process took place with Jesus training them using a 

combination of teaching and modeling.  When we enter into a discipling relationship with someone, we 

model for them what it looks like to spend time with Jesus as we exhibit his characteristics. Faith is critical 

to our ministry - it is the foundation of Christian living. To help us witness to others, we rely on the Gospel 

which describes the sacrificial death and physical resurrection of Jesus for Sins. The gospel is a powerful 

revelation of redemption. If you know that the Word of God will accomplish what God wants it to, and if you 

know that the gospel has the power to save, then in witnessing, you are using two very powerful tools.  As 

our guests become more and more familiar with living a Christian life, the third step involves “come and 

do”. Jesus gave his disciples a chance to take the things he had modeled for them and put them into prac-

tice while he was there to observe them. Our come and do step may include inviting the person to usher, 

help serve Holy Communion or other people-related tasks in church. Later, when we see a problem or peo-

ple in need in our community or congregation we may invite input or suggestions from the person we are 

discipling to give them a chance to put principles into practice and give us some insight into the depth of 

their maturity and where they may need to grow.  After step 3, the invitee should be matured in the church 

and scriptures. Its time to have the person start the process of discipleship themselves. For example, to-

wards the end of his time with the disciples, Jesus began to send them out without his physical presence, 

but in his name. When they returned he had opportunity to talk through what had happened and give them 

further feedback and training. This was an important part of the discipleship process then, and it still is to-

day. We need to train the people we are disciplining to put their trust and confidence in God, not on us. It is 

important they have an opportunity to come back and debrief the experience with their disciple – so that 

they can determine if there is anything they should have done differently.  These 4 steps, when given, re-

ceived, and acted on – will help people move through their faith journey towards spiritual maturity. It will 

lead them to learn through both teaching and experience, and allow them to develop their own relationship 

with God who both sends them out and goes along with them.  These points should help you gain confi-

dence and the tools you need to invite someone to church and into a relationship with God. You plant the 

seeds and Jesus waters. He works with and through us. It is his Word and gospel that accomplishes salva-

tion. Start by inviting a friend or relative to church. Perhaps invite a stranger that you meet to church. After 

all, the harvest is plentiful and we laborers are few. 

AMEN  
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A Lenten Journey Greeting 
by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

February 2024 
 
As a conference, this Lenten Season, we will engage in a book study, Dynamite Prayer: A 
28-Day Experiment by Rosario Picardo and Sue Nilson Kibbey. This study is designed to 
help participants meditate on Scripture, reflect on questions for the day, write a short break-
through prayer, and utilize these prayers as part of their daily activity. 
  
Our dynamite prayer initiative will give one more additional missional reason for us to be of 
one mind after disaffiliation and separation. Prayer will allow us to go deep in unity and soli-
darity. 
  
As part of our encouragement, the full cabinet and three support staff have written a break-
through prayer that will be posted on Facebook and on the conference website, Monday 
through Friday, to connect each of us – one to another. It is a marvelous opportunity to be 
intentional, thoughtful, and courageous in our prayer life. 
  
As we begin this Lenten Study, I hope that this will be a catalyst for renewal in our church 
and in our personal dedication to Jesus Christ. Wednesday, February 14, 2024, is Ash 
Wednesday and marks the beginning of our prayerful journey. I offer this poem about    
prayer.  
  

 
When we look at the sky with prayer, 

Our heart goes towards hope. 
Carrying us to Your divine presence in prayer, 

That prayer makes us new again. 
Your will is done on earth…. 

Our sorrowful feelings are so strong, 
We learn to pray right then and there. 

Still saying a prayer of gratitude without limits. 
Wish emptying while praying, 

Letting go of ourselves while praying, 
As we pray, we embrace the world with love. 

Now come, Jesus Christ, 
We want to know You intimately. 

As if eating a meal, approach the Lord, 
expecting something new every moment. 

Learn to pray and practice a prayer, 
Write a prayer and sing a prayer, 

Pray a prayer,,,,, and 
Longing for God’s heart this Lent. 

Renew our hearts, 
Refresh our churches, 

Rebuild our prayer altars, 
O God, our love, be again Center-Act for us. 

Your salvation! 
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