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Jacksonport United Methodist Church 
Charge 

836 Michigan Street 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 

920-743-3241 

************************************* 

OUR WEBSITE 

https://www.sturgeonbayumc.org/ 

Or on YouTube Search David Leistra 

To Watch Pastor Dave’s Sermons Online 
Sunday Afternoons 

************************************** 

FACEBOOK 

Sturgeon Bay United Methodist  

Church Page  For Coffee With The Pastor 
&  

Bible Studies 

************************************** 

ZOOM INTERACTIVE  BIBLE  

STUDIES AND MEETINGS 

For event times and access codes 
contact : 

David Leistra, Pastor 

pastorleistra@gmail.com 

Cell Phone 920-677-8607  

************************************** 

WDOR Radio 93.9 FM 910 AM 

Sunday Worship Service 9:30 AM            
1 Week Delay 

Public Access TV on Channel 989 
Sunday Worship Service  

Wednesdays at 8 a.m. and PM and Sun-
days at noon and 3 PM 1 Week Delay 

************************************** 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Lorna Magliaro , Office Manager 

    church.office@sturgeonbayumc.org 

920-743-3241 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME BACK TO SUNDAY WORSHIP 

10:00 AM Sunday Morning Worship Service 

Sturgeon Bay Begins Sunday May 2, 2021 

******************************************************* 

8:30 AM Sunday Morning  Worship Service 

Outdoor Jacksonport Outdoor Begins Sunday 

May 30, 2021 

*********************************************************** 
CALLING ALL KIDS AND  PARENTS!!  

Mark your  calendars 
for Friday, August 
16th through 19th 
and become  archeol-
ogists at Operation 
Dig.  Help us uncover 
the story of Jesus and 

the truth of the bible.  More information and registra-
tion will be sent out soon.  If you are interested in    
volunteering we would love to hear from you.  Call the 
church office and leave a message for Angel who will 
return the call.   
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Dear Friends, 

  

I am happy to announce that on the first Sunday of May we are moving back to Sun-

day morning worship at 10 a.m. While we can worship any day of the week, Sunday 

has been understood as the appropriate day to gather together as the church. This 

practice goes back to the earliest times as those first Christians knowing that Jesus 

was resurrected in the early morning on the first day of the week, believed that they 

too ought to gather in the morning on the first day of the week. We will now be offer-

ing one time of worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. When the fall programing begins the 

Sunday School and Forum will be held at 9 a.m. with church services to follow at 10 

a.m. Our worship services will continue to be recorded and made available on 

YouTube and the Website the same day. Public Access TV and the radio program 

will most often be a week behind as has been the case in the past. Café Joy will re-

turn sometime this summer on a limited basis. We have scheduled our Vacation Bi-

ble School for August 16
th
 through the 19

th
 this year. Jacksonport church will start on 

May 30
th
 with outdoor services and when thought safe will return to indoor services 

as well. We will be doing all we can to make worship as safe as possible, but you 

must do your part as well by wearing a mask and practicing social distancing. We 

have all learned over this past year how to be around others and respect each oth-

er’s concerns related to the Covid-19 pandemic. I look forward to seeing each of 

you in worship once again, however if the timing does not seem right to you then 

please continue worshiping with us via the available media.  

As some of you know I am involved in a program with the University of Dubuque 

Theological Seminary that is designed to develop leaders among the clergy and lai-

ty that engage in not just surviving the pandemic and all the political strife facing the 

church of today but to flourish and be fruitful in ministry in these and the days to 

come. While it is a doctoral program through which I will gain the knowledge and 

tools needed in these modern times to assist and train other pastors and lay leaders 

in leading in difficult times, my main purpose is in helping our two churches find our 

way forward in these next several years of change that are ahead of us.  

 

 

MAY 2021  LETTER FROM PASTOR DAVE 
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MAY 2021  LETTER FROM PASTOR DAVE cont…. 

The circumstances present in our church today are growing more complicated  

owing to the pandemic. Whether or not a General Conference can be held even 

next year is now in question. At the time of this writing all the bishops of our 

church from around the world will be meeting in a week to talk about the future, 

however despite what they may or may not decide it is imperative to remember 

that the authority in our denomination is principally held by the General Confer-

ence and all final decisions that would affect the future of the denomination is only 

the General Conference’s to make. With the General Conference perhaps now to 

wait until 2023 or worse yet 2024 missteps in handling our current disagreements 

will be unavoidable. Local church leadership will be crucial in maintaining the 

church while the denomination works through this time. We must come together 

here in our two churches and recognize the need to focus on our place and work 

within the mission of Christ even as our denominational leadership becomes fur-

ther embroiled in the political and organizational issues confronting the church to-

day. If you feel called to help during this time, please reach out to me or other 

leaders within our church and we can explain where there is need right now.  We 

are in the process of charting the course that our two churches will be following for 

the next few years to come and we need you, your insights, and support.  

May God bless us in these days to come, Pastor Dave 

 

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER 

Please add this prayer to your prayer time beginning on Easter Sunday, April 4th until Trini-
ty Sunday, May 30th. 
 

Mighty and Holy God, I know all things are possible through 

you. I ask that you show we the people of Sturgeon Bay and 

Jacksonport United Methodist Churches the way to flourish in 

our lives as disciples of your Son Jesus, and to be fruitful in 

your mission for us. Amen.   
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MAY MISSION cont. 

Restoring Hope Transplant House has touched 

the lives of so many people, including our fami-

ly, and is a mission of love that deserves to be 

fully supported.” –Sheila Klansky 

Transplant procedures are complex and can 

involve considerable time away from home as 

patients await and prepare for procedures, re-

cuperate afterward, and return for follow-up ap-

pointments.  Restoring Hope Transplant House 

in Middleton, Wisconsin offers affordable hous-

ing to transplant patients and their families 

while they are receiving life-saving treatment at 

the nearby University of Wisconsin Hospital in 

Madison. 

Yes, the savings are significant; but the emo-

tional support can be priceless. 

Here is a video clip, if you want to learn more:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=iSjJwzRFw3Q 

 

 

 

MISSIONS - May Mission:  
Restoring Hope Transplant 
House (in the Madison area) 
 

What is a transplant house?  

A transplant house is a non-profit “home away 

from home” for eligible patients and their caregiv-

ers who are in the Madison area for organ, bone 

marrow, or other transplants at UW Hospital & 

Clinics.  A transplant house is not a medical       

facility.  It is a caring environment that offers high 

quality, affordable accommodations for patients 

and their adult family members/caregivers.  In   

addition to physical housing, the House offers hos-

pitality, compassion, and hope to support the heal-

ing journey for the patient and family.  The support 

is provided by a small core staff, many volunteers, 

and through interaction between other families    

facing the same challenges. 

---following is a testimonial from Mariellen Haen, a 

member of our church: 

“Before, during, and after a transplant, the doctors, 

hospitals and clinics are so overwhelming and 

frightening to both the patient and the family.     

Restoring Hope Transplant House is a home away 

from home, with a community of families going 

through the same situations.  Here Tony and I 

found not only very affordable accommodations 

and wonderful meals, but more importantly a com-

munity of loving caring people to help us on our 

journey.  The support that we received there was a 

blessing that my family and I will never forget.   A 

truly remarkable mission.”  --Mariellen Haen 

---another testimonial from Sheila Klansky, also a 

member of our church 

“For our family, Restoring Hope Transplant House 

was a home away from home……and truly God’s 

blessing to us.  When Paul was going through his 

transplant process, it meant so much to be sur-

rounded by the support and friendship of others 

that could relate to what we were going through.  

The care and concern shown to us will forever be 

held close to our hearts.  We connected with     

others and gained lifelong friendships in the      

process.   

Monthly Missions 2021 

January - UMCOR Covid 19 Response 
Fund $585.00 

February - Backpack Buddies $460.00 

March - "J" Walkers $460.00 

April - Midwest Mission Dist. Center $385.00 

May - Restoring Hope Transplant House   

June - Boys/Girls Club Bus   

July - Pastoral   

August - Open   

September - Food Walk   

October -  Mujilla Falls Agricultural   
Center   

November - Open   

December - Mittens & Blankets   

2021 Monthly Missions Total $1,890.00 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSjJwzRFw3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSjJwzRFw3Q
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CHOIR NEWS cont. 

As we look towards summer and more outdoor 

activities, I hope that will put a renewed spring 

in our steps.  May God keep you safe and re-

member he is by your side always.  Looking 

forward to once again singing and ringing 

praises to God together.  Hoping to see many 

of you when we open for worship Sunday May 

2 @ 10:00 AM “Come just as you are” are the 

words to one of our choir anthems.  God is 

waiting with open arms to welcome us back to 

church.  Praise the Lord. Love and prayers to 

all.  

Elaine Diller 

 

 

PRAISE & PRAYER REPORT 

CHOIR NEWS     

It has been a long time since our Bell & 

Choir Members  have been able to 

meet.  We have continued as a church 

virtually as best as we could and have 

stayed in contact with one another as 

much as possible.  That being said  

talking  with each of you in person and 

having  weekly contact has been greatly 

missed.  Although we are making great 

progress in being able to open our 

church for in person worship it is still not 

quite the time to begin choirs as we 

were used to.  I am truly hoping and 

praying we will be able to resume, with 

some sense of a ‘return to normal’ 

choirs as we knew them come this fall.   

I would like to ask each one who has 

been part of either choir for some very 

important input as to returning to 

‘normal’ choirs.  First and foremost, in 

any decision, is the personal safety of 

every person. This has also been a 

guiding factor in our church decisions 

throughout this Covid experience.   

Please would you share any thoughts 

or concerns about returning to our 

choirs. Any ideas on practice times?  

Anything?  Have you been able to get 

your vaccines? Or do you need any 

help scheduling or need transportation?  

If I can do anything to help, I would be 

happy to. 

I look forward to being in touch, please 

contact me with your ideas.  My email 

is:   nitmom@hotmail.com, phone is 

920-743-7116.   

PRAYER LIST FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEAL-
ING & COMFORT 

Please pray for healing and recovery for Jeanne 
Barnard.  Her brain tumor is growing, and she has 
upcoming surgery. 

Prayers needed for those who continue to struggle 
with financial hardships and illness during this diffi-
cult time. 

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS WHO ARE HOME-
BOUND OR ILL 

Doris Kniffin Jim and Shirley 
Talmadge 

Evelyn Mueller Jerry Wick 

Barb Riederer Dottie Haviland 

Dick & Dottie Shappell Dorothy Berg 

Phyllis Swagel Vernon Augustine 

Michael Olson Dianne Benishek 

Jan Haertel Marjorie Gambrel 

Walter Alvin Elva Spetz 

Edith Wilber Tom Pontzloff 

PRAISE REPORT FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RE-
COVERED OR FOR ANSWERED PRAYERS 

Praise God for healing Tom Pontzloff who has   
returned home to continue treatment as an outpa-
tient. 

Praise God for his healing of Elly Hoague who is 
improving from her stroke. She has returned to her 
daughter’s house in Merrill, WI. 

Praise God for enabling us to return to inhouse 
worship. 

mailto:nitmom@hotmail.com
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 BY BISHOP JUNG 

 

So, if you have been 

raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set 

your minds on things that are above, not on things 

that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is 

your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 

with him in glory. (Colossians 3:1-4, with invitation to 

read Colossians 3:1-17, NRSV) 

 

I note a trend in our culture that is troubling to me.  It 

troubles me because it feels to me incomplete and 

negative.  This trend is to be “against” things.  We 

are fighting against prejudice.  We are fighting 

against corruptions.  We are anti-racist, anti-fascist, 

anti-immigrant, anti-establishment, anti-virus, anti-

imperialist, and dozens, if not hundreds, of other an-

tis-.  Republicans are against Democrats; liberals 

are against conservatives. We too often define our-

selves by what we oppose.  Now I am not saying 

that it is not important to take a stand against evil or 

vices, but “being against” is not the same thing as 

“being for.”  

The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist 

Church launched a “Dismantling Racism” priority 

initiative. I am in full support of this work and am 

part of the Task Force on the Council of Bishops 

that is leading this initiative.  It is very easy to define 

the work of this group – we oppose the thoughts, 

actions, speech, systems, and institutions that pref-

erence one people over others, especially people of 

color.  We want to tear down the policies and pro-

grams that have privileged one group over oth-

ers.  We want to destroy the prejudicial mindsets 

that lead to violence, aggression, condescension, 

segregation, and colonialization.  We wish to re-

move the influences and attitudes that undermine 

the self-esteem, pride of identity, and deride the pre-

cious benefits of cultural diversity.  All of this is im-

portant work.  But to what end? 

As racism is destroyed, what rises to take its  

place?  As we tear down, what do we build.  As we 

deconstruct, what do we create?   

SOUL FOOD cont.   

Our vision cannot simply be the elimination of the 

negative (do no harm), but must cast an image of 

something new and better and beautiful (do all the 

good we can). For me, this vision and image is 

shaped by the theological framing of Beloved Com-

munity.  I capitalize the words on purpose because I 

believe they are a discernment of the divine inten-

tion of God.  As Christian disciples I believe that our 

energy and effort should be aligned toward a return 

to Eden – a place for all people to live in peace and 

harmony, dignity and respect. 

I am anti-racist, but more importantly I am pro-Asian 

and pro-black and pro-African and pro-Hmong and 

pro-Mexican and pro-Korean and pro-Central Amer-

ican and…  You can expand my list to include any 

and all people – all the children of God in God’s cre-

ation.  I am anti-racism because I am pro-inclusion, 

pro-compassion, pro-peace, pro-mercy, and pro-

justice.  I am anti-oppression because I am pro-

freedom, pro-possibility, pro-opportunity, pro-

abundance, and pro-kindness.  I am anti-evil be-

cause I am pro-good, and pro-wonderful, and pro-

love. 

 

Essentially, I am trying to “set my mind on the 

things above.”  It is all to easy to focus on what is 

wrong, dissatisfying, problematic, and destructive.  I 

need reminders and inspiration to shift my thinking 

from problems to solutions, from illness to healing, 

from  broken to fixed, from harm to good.  But our 

God is always calling us to a Promised Land, not 

merely out of Egypt.  It is both/and, never either/or.  

Of course, we must begin somewhere, and there is 

a lot of work to do to clear the ground of rubble and 

debris and devastation to make room for creation 

and building and restoration.  But let us always re-

member we are moving toward a positive – Beloved 

Community – and away from a negative – an un-

just, often hateful, and broken world.  We are a peo-

ple who reflect the glory of the Lord.  Let us shine 

brightly with the world God longs to create in us, 

and not just the world we wish to leave be-

hind.  Praises be to God!  
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BIBLE VERSES ABOUT OUR          

BELOVED MOTHERS 

• Strength and dignity are her clothing, and 

she laughs at the time to come. She opens 

her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of 

kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to 

the ways of her household and does not eat 

the bread of idleness.” – Proverbs 31:25-28 

• “A gracious woman gets honor…” – Prov-

erbs 11:16 

• “And his mother treasured up all these 

things in her heart.” – Luke 2:51 

• “I have no greater joy than to hear that my 

children are walking in the truth.” – 3 John 

1:4 

• “Then the mother of the child said, ‘As the 

Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not 

leave you.’ So he arose and followed her.” 

– 2 Kings 4:30 

• And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for 

he has looked on the humble estate of his 

servant. For behold, from now on all gener-

ations will call me blessed.’” – Luke 1:46-48 

 
• “Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and 

forsake not your mother’s teaching, for they 

are a graceful garland for your head and 

pendants for your neck.” – Proverbs 1:8-9 

• “When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and 

the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he 

saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy 

son!  Then saith he to the disciple, Behold 

thy mother! And from that hour that disciple 

took her unto his own home.” – John 19:26-

27 

• “As one whom his mother comforts, so I will 

comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jeru-

salem.” – Isaiah 66:13 

• "You should be known for the beauty that 

comes from within, the unfading beauty of a 

gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious 

to God." - 1 Peter 3:4 

• "The man called his wife’s name Eve, be-

cause she was the mother of all living." - 

Genesis 3:20:  
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Door County Community Foundation 

Grants Awarded to Door-
Tran and Door County   
Medical Center  Foundation  

Door-Tran recently received a grant for the 

Door County Emergency Response Fund. This 

money will help Door-Tran arrange safe trans-

portation to healthcare sites for those who 

need it, allowing access to vaccination sites 

and other relief services during this crisis.  

The Emergency Response Fund has recently 

awarded a grant to Door County Medical Cen-

ter Foundation. This assistance will allow for 

the purchase and installation of 4 laboratory 

refrigerators and a laboratory freezer. Because 

of the extra strain of the COVID-19 virus, the 

hospital recently had a three-door refrigerator 

and its primary medical freezer both fail. The 

cold storage was pushed to its capacity limits 

because of the high volume of COVID-19 

specimens and reagents. This grant allows for 

the replacement of the failing equipment.  

 

Meeting Rooms at    

Community Foundation 

Square Reopen  

After conferring with Door County Public 
Health officials, the Community Foundation 
has reopened our meeting rooms to non-
profits and civic groups on a limited basis as 
follows: 

• Meetings are limited to 10 people 

• All guests must wear masks at all times, 
regardless of their vaccination status 

• Absolutely no food or drink is permitted in 
our meeting rooms 

• Social distancing must be observed at all 
times 

• Tables and chairs have been appropriately 
spaced and should not be moved 

• After the meeting, the meeting organizer 
must wipe down tables with Clorox wipes 

Meeting Rooms cont. 

The Door County Community Foundation offers 
flexible meeting rooms to virtually any community 
group that needs them. We’ve created a separate 
entrance off the parking lot, and invested in tech-
nology that will allow the community to safely use 
the building during whatever hours work best for 
them. 

The Community Foundation currently offers 2 meet-
ing room options to non-profits and civic groups in 
our community. An additional meeting room is 
available to the projects and initiatives of the Com-
munity Foundation. Meetings can be booked for the 
current month and the following 3 months; for spe-
cial consideration of non-recurring events, please 
email meetingrooms@givedoorcounty.org . Prior to 
requesting a room for your meeting, please review 
the Rules and Regulations of the Meeting Rooms at 
Community Foundation Square.   

 

Emergency Response Fund Now 
Open to Arts, Environmental,   
Historical, and Other Charities  

If you’re an arts organization, environmental group, 
historical society, or other kind of non-profit that is 
incurring expenses related to COVID-19, you are 
invited for the first time to join human service chari-
ties in seeking assistance from the Door County 
Emergency Response Fund. 

The Door County Community Foundation and the 
United Way of Door County announced today that 
the Emergency Response Fund has begun ad-
dressing the third priority of its work.  

Families continue to struggle in Door County and 
thus the Emergency Response Fund will continue 
to address human service needs, but both the 
Community Foundation and United Way have con-
cluded that the time has come to address the third 
priority of the Fund. 

 “Our first two priorities were focused on helping 
people who are struggling during this health and 
economic crisis,” says Amy Kohnle, Executive Di-
rector of the United Way of Door County. “While 
that work will continue, our third priority is to look at 
the health of the non-profit organizations them-
selves.” 

mailto:meetingrooms@givedoorcounty.org
https://www.doorcountycommunityfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/Meeting-Rules-and-Regulations-1.pdf
https://www.doorcountycommunityfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/Meeting-Rules-and-Regulations-1.pdf

